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CMYK COLOUR FORMAT 
Like most printing presses, ours 
reproduces colours using the 
CMYK format. This is a mix of  
four inks: cyan, magenta, yellow 
and black (key). 

Above, you can see how different colours 
look in print. The colour wheel goes from 
100% to 0% opacity to show what you can 
expect. Your screen displays colour using 
the RGB format. Each colour you see is made 
from a mix of red, green and blue light. 

Ideally, you should try to work in CMYK  
colour format as much as possible when 
preparing your files for print. Use single 
colours (cyan, magenta, yellow or black)  
for small text and details, and as 
backgrounds for white text.

300dpi 
Aim for this to keep  
your images looking 
sharp in print.

72dpi 
Ideal for images  
on screen, but it  
will start to look 
pixellated in print.

150dpi 
The minimum  
we would advise  
working with. 

25dpi 
The more you  
enlarge an image,  
the lower its DPI  
will be. 

IMAGE RESOLUTION
When using raster image files  
such as .jpg, .tiff or .png, make 
sure the resolution is high  
enough to look sharp in print.

The resolution of an image is described  
in dots-per-inch(dpi) or sometimes  
points-per-inch (ppi). A standard  
computer screen displays images at  
around 72dpi. While that looks pretty  
sharp on screen, it needs to be higher 
resolution for print.

We recommend 300dpi for the best  
quality. If that’s not possible, try to  
avoid images below 150dpi or they  
may appear pixellated in print.



bLEEd & TRIM
Midi newspapers are trimmed after 
printing. This means you can print 
‘full bleed’ artwork that goes to 
the edge of the page. To do that, 
include ‘bleed’ in your artwork fi les.

Bleed is the edge of the pages that gets 
trimmed off  after printing. Trimming can 
vary by a few mm, so run your artwork or 
background right to the outside edge of 
the bleed, to avoid any unprinted edges 
when the mini is trimmed.

The pages in your exported PDF should be 
225mm x 320mm, which will be trimmed to 
approximately 220mm x 310mm.

Remember
1.  Set your page size to 220mm x 310mm, 

and add a 5mm bleed to the top, bott om 
and outside edges (but not the inside 
edge where the pages meet in the centre).

2.  Keep all text within the safe area by 
giving the pages a 10mm margin at the 
top, bott om, and outside edges, see the 
dashed line above.

3.  When you export your PDF for print, make 
sure you include the bleed. Follow our 
export guide and tick “use document 
bleed sett ings”.

The trim line is
 the point  

where we cut 
your artwork 

down to size

The safe area for print is defined by 10mm margin around the spread

Keeping all important cont
ent, like text, 

inside the safe area ensure
s it’s not lost 

in the trimming process

The trim line shows the 
intended size of each page 

in a midi newspaper.

After the paper is printed and 
stapled, we trim the excess 
bleed off  from the edges.

This results in the fi nished trimmed 
size with the print running right up 

to the edge of the page.

REAdY TO GET STARTEd?
There’s nothing like seeing 
your work in print. Here’s how 
to take your idea from the 
screen to a newspaper you 
can hold in your hands:

1. Read the guidelines. Our artwork 
guidelines cover everything you need 
to know to get the best results in print. 
A quick read before you start designing 
will save time later.

2. Get inspired. We print thousands of 
newspapers every month and share some 
of our favourites on Instagram. Follow us 
at @newspaperclub for daily design 
inspiration from our creative community.

3. Use our (free!) templates. Jump straight 
into designing with our free templates for 
InDesign and Canva. They’re already sized 
correctly with bleed or margins included, 
so you can skip the setup and get creating.

4. Check your PDF. Review your artwork 
carefully before ordering. When you upload 
your PDF, our system will automatically fl ag 
issues like low-res images and incorrect 
page size — but it won’t catch typos!

5. Print a test copy. You can print a 
single copy of a digital newspaper 
to see how your design looks in print. 
If your full run is over £/€/$200, email 
support@newspaperclub.com and 
we’ll send you a 20% discount voucher 
(up to the value of your test copy).

6. Ask us anything. Our friendly, 
experienced support team has helped 
get millions of newspapers into print, 
and we want yours to look its best, too. 
Email support@newspaperclub.com
anytime — we’re happy to check your 
fi le or answer questions at any stage.

get a

head start

our free design

templates

DOWNLOAD

available 
fOR:

canva &
indesign
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